FUNDAMENTAL NATURE OF RELIGION

affection, or to define trade as f belief in the pro-
ductivity of exchange'; or commerce as 'greed
touched with a feeling of dependence upon
society/ And yet this last definition is no less
informing and adequate than the far-famed
formula of Matthew Arnold, which I forbear to
repeat We shall, however, have to remember
that Religion is multiform, and that certain ideas,
emotions, and purposes appear in it prominently
at certain moments, and other ideas, emotions,
and purposes at other times. But neither
prominence nor predominance is synonymous
with ' essence' or with c vital element/

I do not intend, at this stage of our inquiry,
to offer a complete definition of Religion. But
I must guard against a possible misinterpreta-
tion. In speaking of Religion as an activity,
or as a type of behaviour, I would not be under-
stood to exclude from it whatever does not
express itself in overt acts, in rites of propitia-
tion, submission, or adoration. For, just as man's
relations with his fellow-men are not all directly
expressed, or expressible, in actions, so his rela-
tions with gods, or their impersonal substitutes, may
not have any visible form; they may remain purely
subjective and none the less exercise a definite
guiding and inspiring influence over his life.
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